
PURINA® POULTRY 
BREED PROFILE

For tips on getting your chicks off to a strong start, 
visit Purinamills.com/Chicken-Feed 

Araucana
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Araucanas are famous for their blue eggs. The breed is 

rare in its full-blooded form but can be differentiated  

by their ear tufts and rumples tails. More readily available, 

many hatcheries have mixed forms of the breed, known 

as “Easter Eggers” that will lay eggs blue  

to olive green in color.

QUICK STATS*:

Egg Color: Shades of Blue 

Egg Size: Large

Egg Production: Excellent

Meat Production: Below Average  

 Due to Size

Heat Tolerance: Above Average

Cold Tolerance: Excellent

Disposition: Good

Weeks to Maturity: 20 Weeks

Color Variety: Black, Blue, Buff, Red

Mature Weight: Male: 6 lbs   

 Female: 5 lbs

*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.
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Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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For tips on getting your chicks off to a strong start, 
visit Purinamills.com/Chicken-Feed 

Ancona
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
The standard color is a lustrous black plumage with 

white tips on every few feathers. They are about the 

same size to a little heavier than Leghorns.

QUICK STATS*:

Egg Color: White

Egg Size: Extra Large

Egg Production: Excellent

Meat Production: Average

Heat Tolerance: Excellent

Cold Tolerance: Above Average

Disposition: Average

Weeks to Maturity: 20 Weeks

Color Variety: Black

Mature Weight: Male: 6 lbs   

 Female: 4.5 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment  and health status.
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Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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Australorp
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Australorp chickens are a medium weight breed with 

fairly close-fitting feathers. They lay an abundance of 

large brown eggs, often averaging 26-27 ounces per 

dozen. This heavy breed also dresses out well, making 

them an ideal dual-purpose breed.

QUICK STATS*:

Egg Color: Brown

Egg Size: Large

Egg Production: Excellent

Meat Production: Excellent

Heat Tolerance: Average

Cold Tolerance: Excellent

Disposition: Above Average

Weeks to Maturity: 20 weeks

Color Variety: Black

Mature Weight: Male: 8.5 lbs   

 Female: 6.5 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment  and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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Plymouth Rock
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Barred Rocks are one of the all-time most popular 

breeds of laying chickens. They are known for their 

excellent production of brown eggs and because of 

their plump frame, they also make great meat birds. 

QUICK STATS*:

Egg Color: Brown

Egg Size: Large

Egg Production: Excellent

Meat Production: Excellent

Heat Tolerance: Average

Cold Tolerance: Excellent

Disposition: Above Average

Weeks to Maturity: 20 Weeks

Color Variety: Barred (black and white  

 checked), White, Buff,  

 Silver Penciled, Partridge,  

 Columbian and Blue

Mature Weight: Male: 9.5 lbs   

 Female: 7.5 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment  and health status.
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Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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Black Sex-Link
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Black sex-link hens are great large brown egg layers 

and are easy to raise with good feed conversion ratio. 

Sex-link varieties, are distinguished for having males 

and females that are different colors when they hatch.

QUICK STATS*:

Egg Color: Brown

Egg Size: Extra Large

Egg Production: Excellent

Meat Production: Above Average

Heat Tolerance: Above Average

Cold Tolerance: Excellent

Disposition: Excellent

Weeks to Maturity: 18 Weeks

Color Variety: Black

Mature Weight: Male: 8 lbs   

 Female: 6 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment  and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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Brahma
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Brahmas are large gentle chickens with beautiful 

plumage color in black and silvery white for males 

and silver penciled steel gray for females. They have 

feathered feet and are well-suited for colder climates. 

QUICK STATS*:

Egg Color: Brown

Egg Size: Large

Egg Production: Above Average

Meat Production: Above Average

Heat Tolerance: Average

Cold Tolerance: Excellent

Disposition: Excellent

Weeks to Maturity: 20 Weeks

Color Variety: Light, Dark and Buff

Mature Weight: Male: 12 lbs   

 Female: 9.5 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment  and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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Orpingtons
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Orpingtons are well-known for their ability to produce 

quality eggs and meat. They are a very hardy breed with 

fluffy plumage, making them ideal for colder climates.

QUICK STATS*:

Egg Color: Brown

Egg Size: Large

Egg Production: Above Average

Meat Production: Excellent

Heat Tolerance: Above Average

Cold Tolerance: Excellent

Disposition: Average

Weeks to Maturity: 20 Weeks

Color Variety: Buff (reddish/tan); White,   

 Black, Jubilee, Blue 

 and Lavender

Mature Weight: Male: 10 lbs   

 Female: 8 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment  and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Campines are known for their large white eggs and 

striking appearance. Because of their close-fitting 

feathers colder climates can be a challenge for Campines. 

Campines are active birds and love to forage.

QUICK STATS*:

Egg Color: White

Egg Size: Medium

Egg Production: Average

Meat Production: Below Average

Heat Tolerance: Average

Cold Tolerance: Below Average

Disposition: Average

Weeks to Maturity: 20 Weeks

Color Variety: Tan and Black Speckles

Mature Weight: Male: 5 lbs   

 Female: 4 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment  and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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Cochin
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Cochins are known for excessive plumage that covers 

their legs and feet. The skin beneath the feathers is yellow 

and the egg color is light brown. Cochins are known to 

be good pet hens for the garden, as they are tame and 

regarded as one of the friendliest, calm and quiet chicken 

breeds and are available in a wide range of colors.    

QUICK STATS*:

Egg Color: Brown

Egg Size: Medium

Egg Production: Average

Meat Production: Poor

Heat Tolerance: Average

Cold Tolerance: Above Average

Disposition: Excellent

Weeks to Maturity: 20 Weeks

Color Variety: Several Varieties: Black,  

 White, Buff, Blue

Mature Weight: Male: 11 lbs   

 Female: 8.5 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment  and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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Delaware
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Delawares are an excellent dual-purpose bird. They 

have well-developed egg and meat qualities, and a 

calm and friendly disposition. The breed is noted for 

rapid growth and fast feathering of the chicks. 

QUICK STATS*:

Egg Color: Brown

Egg Size: Extra Large

Egg Production: Excellent

Meat Production: Above Average

Heat Tolerance: Above Average

Cold Tolerance: Excellent

Disposition: Excellent

Weeks to Maturity: 20 Weeks

Color Variety: Black and White

Mature Weight: Male: 8.5 lbs   

 Female: 6.5 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment  and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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Easter Egger
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Easter Eggers have been bred to carry the “blue-egg 

gene” by mixing other pure breeds. Because they are 

a hybrid, they may come in a variety of colors. This is a 

very popular breed, known for their friendly demeanor 

and excellent egg-producing ability. 

QUICK STATS*:

Egg Color: Shades of blue,  

 green or pink

Egg Size: Extra Large

Egg Production: Very Good

Meat Production: Average

Heat Tolerance: Above Average

Cold Tolerance: Excellent

Disposition: Excellent

Weeks to Maturity: 20 Weeks

Color Variety: Variety

Mature Weight: Male: 6 lbs   

 Female: 5 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment  and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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Jersey Giant
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
The Jersey Giant was developed in New Jersey and 

was originally created as a dual-purpose breed (valued 

for both meat and eggs). Jersey Giants are good-

natured and hens are average brown egg layers.

QUICK STATS*:

Egg Color: Brown

Egg Size: Large

Egg Production: Above Average

Meat Production: Excellent

Heat Tolerance: Average

Cold Tolerance: Excellent

Disposition: Above Average

Weeks to Maturity: 20 Weeks

Color Variety: Black or White

Mature Weight: Male: 13 lbs   

 Female: 10 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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Leghorn
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Famously known as the most prolific egg layers. They 

will start laying at 4 1/2 to 5 months, and will continue 

laying 10 to 12 weeks longer than most layers. Livability 

and resistance to disease are very high, and the feed to 

egg conversion ratio is excellent.

QUICK STATS*:

Egg Color: White

Egg Size: Extra Large

Egg Production: Excellent

Meat Production: Above Average

Heat Tolerance: Excellent

Cold Tolerance: Above Average

Disposition: Poor

Weeks to Maturity: 18 Weeks

Color Variety: White or Brown

Mature Weight: Male: 6 lbs   

 Female: 4.5 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment  and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Marans are a medium-sized French bird long bred 

for their very dark, chocolate-brown eggs. This breed 

comes in several color variations – all bred to maintain 

egg color. The most common variety of Marans is the 

Silver Cuckoo Marans.    

QUICK STATS*:

Egg Color: Dark Brown

Egg Size: Extra Large

Egg Production: Excellent

Meat Production: Above Average

Heat Tolerance: Above Average

Cold Tolerance: Excellent

Disposition: Above Average

Weeks to Maturity: 20 Weeks

Color Variety: Black or Silver

Mature Weight: Male: 7 lbs   

 Female: 6 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Minorca chickens are the largest of the Mediterranean 

breed class. They are excellent layers of perhaps the 

largest white eggs, and very hardy and rugged fowls.  

This breed adapts readily to free-ranging or coop housing.   

QUICK STATS*:

Egg Color: White

Egg Size: Extra Large

Egg Production: Excellent

Meat Production: Above Average

Heat Tolerance: Excellent

Cold Tolerance: Above Average

Disposition: Poor

Weeks to Maturity: 18 Weeks

Color Variety: White

Mature Weight: Male: 6 lbs   

 Female: 4.5 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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Polish
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Polish chickens have flowing crests and sprightly 

carriage, making them one of the most prized varieties for 

beauty and uniqueness. They are easy to handle, popular 

exhibit birds that come in a wide variety of colors.

QUICK STATS*:

Egg Color: White

Egg Size: Medium

Egg Production: Above Average

Meat Production: Poor

Heat Tolerance: Excellent

Cold Tolerance: Poor

Disposition: Above Average

Weeks to Maturity: 20 Weeks

Color Variety: Variety – Black,  

 White, Buff, Silver

Mature Weight: Male: 6 lbs   

 Female: 4.5 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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Red Sex-Link
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Red sex-link birds are a sex-link variety, meaning that 

males and females are different colors when they hatch. 

Red sex-link hens are prolific egg-layers and produce 

well in both hot and cold climates. 

QUICK STATS*:

Egg Color: Brown

Egg Size: Extra Large

Egg Production: Excellent

Meat Production: Above Average

Heat Tolerance: Above Average

Cold Tolerance: Excellent

Disposition: Excellent

Weeks to Maturity: 18 Weeks

Color Variety: Red

Mature Weight: Male: 8 lbs   

 Female: 6 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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Rhode Island Red
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Rhode Island Reds are one of the most popular breeds of 

chickens of all time because of their incredible ability to 

produce large volumes of brown eggs. Their large frame 

and thick plumage allow Rhode Island Reds to thrive in 

colder climates and provide both eggs and meat.

QUICK STATS*:

Egg Color: Brown

Egg Size: Extra Large

Egg Production: Excellent

Meat Production: Above Average

Heat Tolerance: Above Average

Cold Tolerance: Excellent

Disposition: Above Average

Weeks to Maturity: 19 Weeks

Color Variety: Red

Mature Weight: Male: 8.5 lbs   

 Female: 6.5 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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Sussex
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Sussex chickens are a dual-purpose breed with a deep 

broad body. They will put on fat very easily, making it 

well suited for market poultry. They are an active breed 

and an all-around excellent breed for meat and eggs.

QUICK STATS*:

Egg Color: Brown

Egg Size: Large

Egg Production: Above Average

Meat Production: Excellent

Heat Tolerance: Above Average

Cold Tolerance: Above Average

Disposition: Above Average

Weeks to Maturity: 20 Weeks

Color Variety: Variety – Speckled or Red

Mature Weight: Male: 9 lbs   

 Female: 7 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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Silkie
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Silkies are known for their fluffy plumage, black skin 

and bones, blue earlobes, and five toes on each foot, 

whereas most chickens only have four. They also are 

well known for their calm, friendly temperament, making 

them ideal pets and show birds. Silkies are generally 

best suited as pets rather than for egg production.

QUICK STATS*:

Egg Color: Cream or Tinted

Egg Size: Small

Egg Production: Poor

Meat Production: Poor

Heat Tolerance: Above Average

Cold Tolerance: Excellent

Disposition: Excellent

Weeks to Maturity: 19 Weeks

Color Variety: Variety – Black, White,  

 Buff, Gray, Blue

Mature Weight: Male: 2.5 lbs   

 Female: 2 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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Cornish Rock
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Cornish Rocks are a hybrid bird developed to produce 

chicks with broad breasts, big thighs, white plumage 

and yellow skin. Chicks are known for their rapid growth 

and remarkable feed efficiency. These white birds can 

have mobility issues due to their rapid growth, and are 

not recommended for altitudes above 5000 feet.

QUICK STATS*:

Egg Production: Poor

Meat Production: Excellent

Heat Tolerance: Poor

Cold Tolerance: Excellent

Disposition: Excellent

Weeks to Maturity: 8 Weeks

Color Variety: White

Mature Weight: 7-9 lbs, dressed
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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Red Broiler
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Red broilers are a wonderful dual purpose (meat and 

eggs) breed. They have excellent growth rates, reaching 

approximately 6.7 pounds in just over 80 days. These birds 

also have great livability (70% live to dress weight yield). 

The breast meat is in natural proportion to the leg meat.  

QUICK STATS*:

Egg Color: Brown

Egg Size: Extra Large

Egg Production: Average

Meat Production: Excellent

Heat Tolerance: Above Average

Cold Tolerance: Above Average

Disposition: Average

Weeks to Maturity: 12 Weeks

Color Variety: Red

Mature Weight: 4-6 lbs, dressed
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.
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Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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New Hampshire 
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
New Hampshires are known for early maturity, rapid 

full feathering and producing large, brown eggs. At 

maturity, the birds have a rich red feather color, which is 

lighter and more uniform than the Rhode Island Reds.

QUICK STATS*:

Egg color: Brown

Egg size: Extra Large

Egg Production: Excellent

Meat Production: Good

Heat Tolerance: Good

Cold Tolerance: Excellent

Disposition: Average

Weeks to Maturity: 20 Weeks

Color Variety: Red

Mature Weight: Male: 8.5 lbs   

 Female: 6.5 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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Buckeye 
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
The breed is named for the state in which it originated, 

Ohio. With its mahogany and black tail and yellow skin, 

the Buckeye resembles the Rhode Island Reds. It can be 

differentiated by the combs. The Buckeye will have pea 

combs, where a Rhode Island Red has a straight comb.

QUICK STATS*:

Egg color: Light Brown

Egg size: Large

Egg Production: Good

Meat Production: Excellent

Heat Tolerance: Good

Cold Tolerance: Excellent

Disposition: Active, Gentle

Color Variety: Red

Mature Weight: Male: 9 lbs   

 Female: 7 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
The Dominique is a medium-sized black and white bird. 

It’s most recognizable feature is a rose comb with an 

upward curving spike that is specific to the breed. The 

Dominique is naturally resistant to frostbite compared to 

other breeds because of its tightly arranged feathers. 

QUICK STATS*:

Egg color: Brown

Egg size: Large

Egg Production: Average

Meat Production: Average

Heat Tolerance: Average

Cold Tolerance: Excellent

Disposition: Excellent

Weeks to Maturity: 20 weeks

Color Variety: Black and White Barred

Mature Weight: Male: 7 lbs   

 Female: 5 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
The Turken, also known as the Naked Neck, has a 

unique appearance because of its bare neck. Despite its 

abnormal feathering around the breast, under the wings 

and around the vent, it tolerates the cold weather very 

well. Chicks of this unique breed are easily identifiable 

because they also hatch with bare necks. 

QUICK STATS*:

Egg color: Brown

Egg size: Large

Egg Production: Excellent

Meat Production: Excellent

Heat Tolerance: Good

Cold Tolerance: Excellent

Disposition: Average

Weeks to Maturity: 20 Weeks

Color Variety: White, Black, Buff, Red, Silver

Mature Weight: Male: 8.5 lbs   

 Female: 6.5 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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Faverolle 
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Salmon is the most commonly available Faverolle, and 

the most recognizable. It has several distinct qualities to 

its appearance including a beard, muff, feathered legs 

and five toes.  

QUICK STATS*:

Egg color: Brown

Egg size: Medium

Egg Production: Average

Meat Production: Poor

Heat Tolerance: Good

Cold Tolerance: Average

Disposition: Average

Weeks to Maturity: 19 Weeks

Color Variety: White and Salmon

Mature Weight: Male: 8 lbs   

 Female: 6.5 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
The Welsummer is a single comb, clean legged variety 

that originated in Holland. This bird has a docile 

temperament, is cold hardy and is known for its good 

production of a dark brown egg. The plumage of the 

males is very different from the plumage of the females. 

The male’s saddle, head and neck feathers are rich 

golden brown while the back, wing front and wing bows 

are bright reddish brown. Each feather of the back of 

the females is reddish brown, stippled with black and 

has a distinct lighter shaft.  

QUICK STATS*:

Egg color: Dark Brown

Egg size: Large

Egg Production: Average

Meat Production: Good

Heat Tolerance: Excellent

Cold Tolerance: Excellent

Disposition: Excellent

Color Variety: Brown, red

Mature Weight: Male: 6 lbs   

 Female: 5 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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Barnevelder 
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Barnevelders are known for laying dark brown eggs. 

This breed has a single comb, is hardy and quiet and 

can be raised in confined areas. The breed was first 

recognized by the American Standard of Perfection in 

1991 and because of their dual-purpose abilities are 

becoming more popular each year.  

QUICK STATS*:

Egg color: Dark Brown

Egg size: Large

Egg Production: Average

Meat Production: Above Average

Heat Tolerance: Above Average

Cold Tolerance: Excellent

Disposition: Above Average

Weeks to Maturity: 20 Weeks

Color Variety: Double-laced partridge pattern

Mature Weight: Male: 7 lbs   

 Female: 6 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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Hamburg 
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Hamburgs are small in size but make up for it with their 

large personality. Known as a bright and alert breed, 

Hamburgs also have elegant and beautiful coloring. 

Because of their small size, expect Hamburgs to eat 

less and produce medium-sized eggs.  

QUICK STATS*:

Egg color: White

Egg size: Medium

Egg Production: Excellent

Meat Production: Poor

Heat Tolerance: Excellent

Cold Tolerance: Poor

Disposition: Poor

Weeks to Maturity: 18 Weeks

Color Variety: Black, White, Silver Spangled 

Mature Weight: Male: 5 lbs   

 Female: 4 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.



PURINA® POULTRY 
BREED PROFILE

For tips on getting your chicks off to a strong start, 
visit Purinamills.com/Chicken-Feed 

©
 C

ac
kl

e 
H

at
ch

er
y®Larkenvelder 

BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Larkenvelders are a unique breed, known for their blue 

legs, red eyes and long flowing tails. This excellent  

egg-producing breed is also proficient at foraging and 

wary of new people. Their wariness is comparable to 

that of a Leghorn.   

QUICK STATS*:

Egg color: White

Egg size: Medium

Egg Production: Above Average

Meat Production: Poor

Heat Tolerance: Excellent

Cold Tolerance: Poor

Disposition: Poor

Weeks to Maturity: 20 Weeks

Color Variety: N/A

Mature Weight: Male: 5 lbs   

 Female: 4 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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Sicilian Buttercup 
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Sicilian Buttercups have gained popularity amongst 

flock raisers due to their striking beauty. They have a 

golden color and are named after their unique cup-

shaped combs. Males and females of this breed differ 

in color, with the males often having a rich orange-red 

color while females are a lighter buff color marked by 

parallel rows of black elongated spangles, similar to 

that of a ring-neck pheasant.     

QUICK STATS*:

Egg color: White

Egg size: Medium

Egg Production: Average

Meat Production: Poor

Heat Tolerance: Excellent

Cold Tolerance: Average

Disposition: Below Average

Weeks to Maturity: 20 Weeks

Color Variety: N/A

Mature Weight: Male: 5.5 lbs   

 Female: 4.5 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.



PURINA® POULTRY 
BREED PROFILE

For tips on getting your chicks off to a strong start, 
visit Purinamills.com/Chicken-Feed 

©
 C

ac
kl

e 
H

at
ch

er
y®

©
 C

ac
kl

e 
H

at
ch

er
y®

Wyandotte 
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Wyandottes are a great dual-purpose breed, offering 

both excellent egg and meat production. Hens offer an 

abundance of brown eggs and cockerels are often able 

to be harvested for meat earlier than many other heavy 

breeds of chickens.      

QUICK STATS*:

Egg color: Brown

Egg size: Medium/Large

Egg Production: Good

Meat Production: Above Average

Heat Tolerance: Average

Cold Tolerance: Excellent

Disposition: Above Average

Weeks to Maturity: 20 Weeks

Color Variety: Variety - Black, White, Silver,  

 Buff, Red 

Mature Weight: Male: 8.5 lbs   

 Female: 6.5 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a 
strong start, try Purina® 
Start & Grow Premium 
Poultry Feed or Purina® 
Organic Starter-Grower.
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BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Pekins are the most common domestic duck - the 

adults are pure white and the ducklings are yellow. They 

are a large, hardy breed with excellent egg production 

if managed properly. They do not fly and can reach 

market weight as early as 40 days of age. 

QUICK STATS*:

Egg Production: Excellent

Meat Production: Excellent

Heat Tolerance: Excellent

Cold Tolerance: Excellent

Disposition: Good

Flying Ability None

Weeks to Maturity: 8 Weeks

Color Variety: White

Mature Weight: Male: 10 lbs   

 Female: 8 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.
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Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a
strong start, try Purina®

Flock Raiser® Poultry
Feed or Purina® Organic
Starter-Grower.
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BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Muscovy ducks are popular, heavy-weight ducks with 

stronger-tasting, very lean meat. They also are known 

to be less noisy than other ducks. Muscovy meat can 

become tough if raised beyond 16 weeks of age.

QUICK STATS*:

Egg Production: Average

Meat Production: Excellent

Heat Tolerance: Excellent

Cold Tolerance: Excellent

Disposition: Good

Flying Ability Excellent

Weeks to Maturity: 28 Weeks

Color Variety: White

Mature Weight: Male: 10 lbs   

 Female: 5 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a
strong start, try Purina®

Flock Raiser® Poultry
Feed or Purina® Organic
Starter-Grower.
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Khaki Campbell
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Typically mentioned as Khaki’s, this duck breed is 

known for being one of the best general-purpose 

ducks. They are often considered the best layers of all 

of the domestic ducks. They are excellent foragers and 

withstand cool climates very well.

QUICK STATS*:

Egg Production: Excellent

Meat Production: Average

Heat Tolerance: Average

Cold Tolerance: Average

Disposition: Poor

Flying Ability: Limited

Weeks to Maturity: 28 Weeks

Color Variety: Brown

Mature Weight: Male: 5.5 lbs   

 Female: 3.5 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a
strong start, try Purina®

Flock Raiser® Poultry
Feed or Purina® Organic
Starter-Grower.
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BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Indian Runners are light-weight ducks with a slim body 

and long necks. Prolific layers, they can lay in excess of 

250 white, hen-sized eggs per year.  

QUICK STATS*:

Egg Production: Excellent

Meat Production: Poor

Heat Tolerance: Average

Cold Tolerance: Average

Disposition: Poor

Flying Ability: Limited

Weeks to Maturity: 28 Weeks

Color Variety: Variety – Brown, White,   

 Black, Blue, Gray

Mature Weight: Male: 5 lbs   

 Female: 4 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a
strong start, try Purina®

Flock Raiser® Poultry
Feed or Purina® Organic
Starter-Grower
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Rouen 
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
These attractive ducks bear the name of the famous 

French city they came from originally. Similar to the Wild 

Mallard in color, the males have a lustrous green head 

and neck, a rich purplish brown chest, and steel gray 

penciling on the upper body. The females are mahogany 

brown with fine penciling of greenish black or brown.       

QUICK STATS*:

Egg Production: Excellent

Meat Production: Excellent

Heat Tolerance: Average

Cold Tolerance: Average

Disposition: Excellent

Flying Ability: Below Average

Weeks to Maturity: 18 Weeks

Color Variety: Brown, Gray, Green

Mature Weight: Male: 10 lbs   

 Female: 9 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a
strong start, try Purina®

Flock Raiser® Poultry
Feed or Purina® Organic
Starter-Grower.
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Swedish 
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
These attractive ducks are known for their black or 

blue colors and have a white bib that runs from under 

the bill halfway down the breast. They also have some 

white on their wings that creates a very eye appealing 

color contrast with the black. Swedish are very hardy 

ducks and good foragers. The hens lay white eggs, but 

occasionally you’ll have a hen that will lay blue or gray 

tinted eggs.

      
QUICK STATS*:

Egg Production: Excellent

Meat Production: Excellent

Heat Tolerance: Average

Cold Tolerance: Average

Disposition: Excellent

Flying Ability: Poor

Weeks to Maturity: 28 Weeks

Color Variety: Black, Blue

Mature Weight: Male: 8 lbs   

 Female: 7 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a
strong start, try Purina®

Flock Raiser® Poultry
Feed or Purina® Organic
Starter-Grower.
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African Geese 
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
This breed is not as heavy as the Toulouse or White 

Embden, but they mature early. They are different from 

other geese in having a large black knob on their head 

and a dark stripe down the back of the neck. They 

are very dignified looking and attract a great deal of 

attention. They are especially desirable for crossing with 

the heavier breeds of geese. They may or may not have 

a dewlap.           

QUICK STATS*:

Egg Production: Below Average

Meat Production: Average

Heat Tolerance: Average

Cold Tolerance: Above Average

Disposition: Average

Flying Ability: Poor

Weeks to Maturity: 18 Weeks

Color Variety: Brown and White

Mature Weight: Male: 15 lbs   

 Female: 12 lbs
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For healthy birds and a
strong start, try Purina®

Flock Raiser® Poultry
Feed or Purina® Organic
Starter-Grower.
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Standard Bronze 
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Bronze turkeys are world-renown for their metallic 

feathers, which change from copper to bronze to 

burnished gold as the light moves across them. Adult 

Bronze turkeys can grow to four feet in length and six 

feet from wing tip to wing tip. Their dark feathers make 

Standard Bronze turkeys more difficult to harvest.

QUICK STATS*:

Egg Production: Poor

Meat Production: Average

Weeks to Maturity: 20 Weeks

Color Variety: Black and Brown

Mature Weight: Male: 38 lbs, live;  

 29 lbs, dressed   

 Female: 22 lbs, live;  

 19 lbs, dressed
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment  and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For strong starts and a 
healthy mixed flock, try 
Purina® Flock Raiser®  
Poultry Feed.*

* Feed Purina® Game Bird & Turkey Startena® from 
0-8 weeks of age, then switch to Purina® Flock 
Raiser® Poultry Feed through adulthood.
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Large White 
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Large White turkeys are the most popular of all turkey 

breeds. Their white feathers make Large Whites the 

easiest turkey breed to harvest. Large Whites also have 

an excellent feed to meat conversion, making them a 

more economical option than other turkey breeds.

QUICK STATS*:

Egg Production: Poor

Meat Production: Excellent

Weeks to Maturity: 20 Weeks

Color Variety: White

Mature Weight: Male: 44 lbs, live;  

 34 lbs, dressed   

 Female: 26 lbs, live;   

 22 lbs, dressed
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For strong starts and a 
healthy mixed flock, try 
Purina® Flock Raiser®  
Poultry Feed.*

* Feed Purina® Game Bird & Turkey Startena® from  
0-8 weeks of age, then switch to Purina® Flock 
Raiser® Poultry Feed through adulthood.
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Bourbon Red Turkey 
BREED CHARACTERISTICS:
Many people feel that this turkey is one of the most 

beautiful of all turkey varieties. It has a very dark, rich, 

chestnut color that is edged in black on many of the 

feathers. The wing tips and the back one half of the tail 

are white giving it a very striking appearance. It will not 

grow as large or as fast as the bronze or white turkeys but 

is good to eat and will be a wonderful addition to the farm.      

QUICK STATS*:

Egg color: Cream

Egg size: Average

Egg Production: Poor

Meat Production: Average

Color Variety: Shades of Red and White

Mature Weight: Male: 23 lbs, live; 

 16 lbs, dressed     

 Female: 14 lbs, live; 

 10 lbs, dressed
*Results may vary and can be influenced by nutrition, environment and health status.

Don’t forget, new 
chicks need balanced 
and complete nutrition

For strong starts and a 
healthy mixed flock, try 
Purina® Flock Raiser®  
Poultry Feed.*

* Feed Purina® Game Bird & Turkey Startena® from  
0-8 weeks of age, then switch to Purina® Flock 
Raiser® Poultry Feed through adulthood.
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WHAT ARE SCRATCH GRAINS?
Chickens are natural foragers, so a little variety in their diet is great to promote 

natural pecking and feeding instincts.

A quality scratch grain mix, like Purina® Scratch Grains or Purina® Organic Scratch 

Grains can be fed to chickens, ducks, geese and turkeys and should contain 

freshly-ground grains. Be sure that at least 90% of your flock’s diet consists of a 

complete feed, leaving 10% for additional treats such as scratch grains.

Frequently Asked Question
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WHAT IS GRIT?
Since chickens do not have teeth, they must ingest  

small rocks that are stored in their crops. These small 

rocks grind up ingested feed so that it can be digested.

If your flock is fed whole grains, seeds or other non-

commercial feedstuffs, free-choice grit is essential for 

proper digestion. Purina® Chick or Poultry Grit are 

excellent options and can be fed separately or mixed 

with your flock’s grain diet at a rate of 1 pound of grit per 

20 pounds of feed. To avoid over-consumption of grit, 

read the directions listed on the package.

Frequently Asked Question
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Frequently Asked Question
WHAT IS A DUST BATH?
A dust bath is a chicken’s version of taking a shower. Rolling in a dust bath allows 

chickens to refresh themselves and also helps them minimize the likelihood that they 

will carry lice or mites.

To prevent your birds from making their own dust bath, make them one. Find a 

container at least 12” deep, 15” wide and 24” long. Then, combine an equal blend 

of sand, wood ash, natural soil and food-grade diatomaceous earth. Be sure the 

diatomaceous earth is mixed in well to prevent it from becoming airborne. It’s a 

simple and quick solution to keep your birds happy and healthy. 
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Frequently Asked Question
WHAT IS OYSTER SHELL AND WHEN DO YOU USE IT?
If less than 90% of your laying hens’ diet does not consist of a complete layer feed, 

then they may not be getting enough calcium in their diet. Calcium is essential for 

strong eggs shells.

A simple solution to supplementing calcium in a layer hen’s diet is offering free-choice 

oyster shell, such as Purina® Oyster Shell. Oyster shell can be fed separately or mixed 

with the existing feed at a rate of 1 pound of oyster shell for every 20 pounds of feed. 

 
 


